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The purpose of this report is to provide content and a strategy for presenting information 

about the significance of the history and archaeological evidence recovered from the 

property located at 180 George Street Parramatta. This site was excavated in 2002 prior 

to its redevelopment. Incorporated into the lobby of the new building was a small display 

of artefacts and information. This building is now to be replaced with a new residential and 

commercial tower. It is a condition of consent for this work that a new interpretation 

presentation be included in a public place within it to ensure that that the important 

associations of both Aboriginal and European occupation be maintained on this site.  

This report discusses the evidence recovered from the site, past content and proposals 

for the new strategy. It discusses the evidence recovered from the archaeological 

investigation, the archaeological assemblages and the conservation status of the 

assemblage that was used in the earlier installation and since its removal from the site 

has been stored in a secure facility.  

The project area encompassed evidence of both Aboriginal and European settlement. The 

archaeology of Aboriginal occupation has provided evidence of several thousands of 

years of occupation along with a unique geological feature and environmental context that 

has been recognised to be of state significance in its own right.  

The archaeology of European history encompasses the full span of occupation from first 

settlement in 1789 and its occupation by convicts through the growing gentrification of the 

town in the middle years of the nineteenth century and its altered demographic at the end 

of the nineteenth century including a substantial period of occupation by Chinese market 

gardeners. Finally, in the mid-twentieth century, it was altered for warehousing. The site 

encapsulates many of the most significant associations that have characterised the 

evolution of Parramatta.  

The proposed interpretation strategy is based on a revised assessment of significance. 

The original assessment was based entirely on the importance of this place as an archive 

of archaeological evidence. This influenced the original interpretation strategy with its 

emphasis on artefacts. For the purposes of this study the evidence from the excavation 

and the historical narrative have been reviewed and the following assessment of 

significance has been determined: 

“The Parramatta Sand Sheet that lies under 180 George Street and beyond it is of 

importance for its ability to demonstrate and inform our understanding of climate, climate 

change, landscape and its relationship to human occupation over thousands of years. It 

is rare and of state significance.  

The archaeology of 180 George Street revealed extensive and rare evidence of Aboriginal 

occupation of this place. It demonstrated diverse activities, extensive networks of trade 

and repeated use. Apart from the technical importance of this archive of information this 

place has ongoing importance to the present-day Aboriginal community for its 

demonstration of their relationship to country and the value of the physical evidence to 

provide a tangible link with their ancestors.  

180 George Street also is a significant site for its ability to provide evidence that 

encompasses the full history of European occupation of this place from 1789 and the 

diversity and changing demographics of this occupation from then, throughout the 

nineteenth century and into the twentieth century. It includes the arrival of a significant 

element of the community in the advent of Chinese settlers at the end of the nineteenth 

century.  

It is a rare site in that it provides tangible evidence of the different living environments of 

each of these groups, as well as the fluidity of occupation that maintained and reused 

elements sometimes for many years. This evidence expresses the changing nature of the 

town, its commerce and residential areas, aesthetics in terms of its use and occupation, 

scale and appearance and the influences behind them. It is one of few places in 

Parramatta that has the scope and the ability to address the numerous aspects of those 
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different periods and types of occupation that are specific to this town and have created 

its particular identity. These are comparisons largely no longer possible in the existing 

fabric of the town.  

It has particular associations for the Byrnes family, a significant presence in Parramatta 

for their entrepreneurial activities here and elsewhere and for their political roles. This 

family and the physical changes they made to the old landscape of occupation define the 

gentrification of the town in the mid-nineteenth century and the importance of this class of 

businessmen in the development of the town. The detritus of their occupation may be 

used to show not only their particular tastes and consumerism but intimate portraits of 

family.  

The technical values of the place as a repository of information have been addressed by 

the comprehensive archaeological excavations undertaken here in 2002. The information 

and assemblages recovered from it provide data for ongoing research. The identification 

and preservation of a large section of the Parramatta Sand Sheet and its evidence for 

climate, climate change, landscape, topography and the relationship of these to Aboriginal 

people remains of significance.  

This site is representative of the major periods and groups of people who have lived in 

Parramatta. It provides as a snapshot of many important aspects of the cultural evolution 

of the town beyond this single site. Evidence for this multi-layered story in one place is 

rare”.  

The original interpretation installation illustrated generic themes identified prior to the 

excavation of the site. The present plan has developed content specific to the outcomes 

of the work and the revised cultural values of the place. The scope of works in this plan 

has been managed as follows: 

 Understanding the place 

 Understanding the Archaeology 

 Understanding Significance 

 Managing Content 

 Determining Content 

 Identifying the Audience and the Location 

 Implementation 

The principal themes to be addressed by the new interpretation strategy will reflect the 

revised assessment of significance and tell both site-specific stories of this place but also 

use this as a means of looking at how Parramatta changed and how its residents 

interacted and managed this change. The intention is to use the archaeological evidence 

of the place as well as using supporting information from other contemporary sources. 

The principal themes are: 

 An Ancient Landscape (the Parramatta Sand sheet and environmental stories) 

 An Ancient People (the evidence for 10,000 years plus of Aboriginal history) 

 The Meeting of Cultures (contact between Aboriginal people and Europeans) 

 Convicts at Home (rather than the generic story of convicts at Parramatta an 

intimate story of home and possessions) 

 Blurred Lines: A New Direction and Prize-winning Beer (the story of the changing 

town from a convict settlement to a free town using one or two specific stories from 

this site and the archaeology that illustrates them) 
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 A Pony in the backyard (is about the gentrification of the town in the mid-nineteenth 

century and the influence of men like William Byrnes. Uses his home, his 

landscaped garden, material possessions – and the pony in the backyard- to show 

these significant changes as well as life in the Victorian period town and the impact 

of consumerism through the focus of this family. References the archaeological 

evidence, contemporary materials and other extant examples such as the adjoining 

mid-century house on George Street) 

 Cabbages after Kings in George Street (about the Chinese market gardeners who 

took over most of the site and more generally Chinatown and the Chinese 

community) 

 A Complete Break (about the impact of the mid-twentieth century changes in 

Parramatta and the removal of much of the nineteenth century landscape) 

 Uncovering the Story (about the archaeological investigation of this place but more 

generally the growing awareness and value placed on the past by present 

communities as a means of establishing identify and place).  
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2.1 The Project Area 

The subject of this interpretation plan is the site at 180 George Street Parramatta; it also 

has a street frontage to 30-32 Charles Street Parramatta. To the north is the Parramatta 

River. The project area is within the local government area of the City of Parramatta.  

 

 

The project area at 180 George Street, Parramatta |CRM 2015| 

2.2 Project Context 

This site was redeveloped in 2002 by Meriton. As part of that work an archaeological 

salvage excavation was undertaken across the entire site for both Aboriginal archaeology 

and European archaeology. Subsequently a display of the results of this work were 

incorporated into the lobby of the completed building.  

This site is now in the process of redevelopment (DA/480/2018). The new buildings 

encompass two mixed use towers with over nine hundred serviced apartments and units, 

retail floor space, other services and five basement levels.  

It is a condition of consent for the project that some form of interpretation of the earlier 

work and its results is incorporated into the public space of the new buildings. This 

conditions states:  

“Given the state significance and rarity of the archaeological evidence previously removed 

from the site, the proponent must provide on-site interpretation of the Aboriginal and 

historic archaeology of the site. This interpretation should include as a minimum, the 

artefacts already housed in displays at the (sic) for any above ground structures at the site 

and should also include an updated conservation assessment for those artefacts. The on-

site interpretation is to be completed and implemented within a public space of the 

redevelopment prior to the release of the occupation certificate for the main lobby to the 

hotel suites. Final design details of the on-site public interpretation strategy including 
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information of the existing condition, display and housing of artefacts is to be submitted to 

the Heritage Council of NSW or its delegate for approval prior to the issuing of any 

construction certificate relating to the above ground structure” (Condition 30). 

This condition is a direct outcome of the response to the DA submission provided by the 

Heritage Council of NSW which determined that the removal of the interpretive devices in 

the existing building was an unacceptable impact in respect of the cultural values of this 

place. The recommendation of the Heritage Council was for interpretation material to be 

placed in the new building1. 

The present report addresses these requirements and responds to the DA Condition 30.  

2.3 Project Scope and Objectives 

Heritage places contribute to understanding the character of a community, its identity or 

aspects of it. They provide tangible evidence of the past; archaeology often provides 

physical elements that are no longer extant in the present-day as well as aspects that 

cannot be addressed by other sources of information.180 George Street has an 

immensely long timeline for the Parramatta community, has associations that represent 

or illustrate fundamental associations or events that are unique to the town and has 

elements that have significance far beyond this place.  

It is the role of the interpretation plan to understand and present these aspects as a means 

of integrating past and present communities as well as, sometimes, to compensate for the 

loss of the physical evidence that had encapsulated this community story and illustrated 

it. It maintains the multiple layers of community identity which might otherwise be lost. 

Article 15 of the Burra Charter refers to managing change which should be guided by the 

cultural significance of the place and its interpretation.  

The objectives and outcomes for the project are those that are defined by the DA Condition 

30 and the tasks required to complete these works. The process has been undertaken in 

a series of steps that have been required to address the absence of most material that 

might otherwise be used to inform the content of the interpretation plan. It has reviewed 

the cultural significance of the place in lieu of a revised assessment at the completion of 

the archaeological project, has evaluated the outcomes of the original interpretation plan 

in respect of its response to cultural significance and loss of those values or their 

enhancement as a result of the work, established new directions for the proposed 

installation and the means by which these will be achieved. 

These steps may be summarised as follows: 

1. Understanding the place 

 Review of the historical processes and historical associations of this place 

 Review the Aboriginal history and associations of this place 

 Review of the environmental context 

2. Understanding the Archaeology 

 To determine how the archaeological evidence recovered from the site exemplified 

these associations and if it expanded on the framework provided from archival 

                                                      

 

 

1 Heritage Council to Parramatta City Council 19 September 2018 Ref DOC 18/521464 
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sources by providing physical evidence of new information, associations or 

perspectives  

 To achieve this, due to the absence of a final report for the historic-period 

excavation,  all available public evidence was reviewed to determine the principal 

results of the historic-period archaeological excavation in terms of the phases of 

occupation defined in the assessment or which has become obvious since that work 

or as a result of the investigation 

3. Understanding Significance 

 Identify all existing assessments of significance 

 Review these assessments in light of the archaeological outcomes 

 Discuss the significance of the place 

4. Managing Content 

 To  review the previous interpretation strategy and its content 

 To locate and undertake a conservation study of the artefacts that were used in the 

previous display 

 To identify the location and status of the rest of the historic-period artefact 

assemblage 

 To identify the location and status of the assemblage of Aboriginal artefacts 

 To determine any requirements specific to the Aboriginal community and their 

requirements for the latter assemblage of artefacts and their potential use within the 

new display as well as content relevant to this community 

5. Determine Content 

 Determine thematic content for the new interpretation display based on the existing 

identified themes and the review undertaken for this project 

6. Identifying the Audience and the Location 

 Define a place or places within the new setting where the objectives of interpretation 

will be best met 

 Determine who will see it and other opportunities such as links to other comparable 

installations within the city 

7. Implementation 

 What will be encompassed by the installation 

 What strategies and works will be required to achieve the installation 

 Stakeholder consultation that may be required to achieve the outcomes of this plan 

and the conditions of consent that have initiated this work 

2.4 Methodology 

This study has been undertaken by a small team as follows: 

 Review, assessment, research and content as well as the production of this report 

was undertaken by Wendy Thorp (Cultural Resources Management). This work has 

included sourcing all documentation that was prepared for the archaeological 

programme with the assistance of Mr Anthony Vardas of Meriton. It also included 

the excavation “summary” established by reviewing public documents 
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 An assessment of the artefacts from the previous display for their conservation 

status. This assemblage was packed and placed by Meriton into a secure storage 

facility. Wendy Reade from ICS Conservation assessed all the artefacts and has 

provided a separate report (an appendix to this study) 

 The installation plan and design has been prepared by Kylie Christian (Hyperion 

Design). 

Professor Jo McDonald has also assisted by discussing the outcomes of her excavation 

of the Aboriginal archaeology of the place.  

This interpretation plan has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines expressed 

in the following publications: 

Interpreting Heritage Places and Items Guidelines (NSW Heritage Office 2005) 

Heritage Interpretation Policy (2005) 

2.5 Identified Heritage Values 

Prior to its development in 2002 this site was identified on the Parramatta Historical 

Archaeology Landscape Management Study (2000) as one of potential archaeological 

significance. It was identified as Archaeological Management Unit 3034. This study 

evaluated the site to be one of exceptional significance for historic-period archaeology 

and research values. AMU 3034 is still listed in the State Heritage Inventory. The 2002 

assessment included the following statement of significance: 

“The site should contain extensive archaeological remains associated with the early 

convict period and the settlement of Parramatta in the later eighteenth and early 

nineteenth centuries. It should contain remains associated with the long-term occupation 

of the site by William Byrnes and his family in their main residence. In addition this site 

should contain remains of early twentieth century Chinese occupation. These remains, 

through archaeological recording, analysis and interpretation have the ability to address 

important research questions associated with the material culture of convictism, early free 

settlement in Parramatta, the process of settlement and urbanisation and Chinese 

settlement and cross-cultural studies. This site contains remains of State Significance”2. 

This is essentially the conclusion drawn by the 2002 site specific assessment (Section 

5.1). 

The site is also recognised for its importance in relation to Aboriginal occupation and 

archaeology. The site is identified as one of high sensitivity on the Aboriginal Sensitivity 

Map in Parramatta DCP 2011. 

  

                                                      

 

 

2 Ibid: 51 



Cultural Resources Management The Project Scope 

 

Error! No text of specified style in document. |  Page | 15 

2.6 Prior Studies 

The project area and its component parts have been included in or been the subject of a 

number of studies that have been reviewed for the present analysis. The principal works 

are identified in the following table. 

 

 

Year 

 

Author 

 

Title 

2002 Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd Archaeological Assessment 180-180A 
George Street and 30-32 Charles Street 
Parramatta 

2002 Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd Excavation Permit Application 180-180A 
George Street and 30-32 Charles Street 
Parramatta 

2002 Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd Progress Reports Weeks 1-10 

2004 Jo McDonald Cultural 
Heritage Management Pty 
Ltd 

Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site 
CG1 at the corner of George and Charles 
Streets Parramatta 

2015 Cultural Resources 
Management 

Review of Archaeological Issues 180 George 
Street Parramatta 

 

A final excavation report for the historic-period archaeology has not been prepared for the 

site.  

2.7 Limitations 

The absence of a final report for the historic- period archaeological excavation has been 

a major limitation to this project. Information for the strategy is confined to what is included 

in the assessment, progress reports and the copy for the original interpretation strategy 

as well as any public statements at the time of the work. It also meant that any additional 

artefacts that might have been used could not be because it is impossible to determine 

how the assemblage fits into the historic development of the site and what additionally 

might be used to address the themes determined for the place.  

We were also been unable to access any of the original images or plans of the site taken 

during the excavation and have relied, again, solely on those available in public spaces.  

2.8 Authorship and Acknowledgements 

The author of this report is Wendy Thorp (Cultural Resources Management). Conservation 

assessment and reporting has been prepared by Wendy Reade of ICS. The interpretation 

installation plan has been prepared by Kylie Christian of Hyperion Design.  The report was 

commissioned by Meriton. Professor Jo McDonald has assisted by discussing the results 

of her work. Mr Jose Cincunegui has allowed the use of images taken during the 

excavation.  

 

 



 

3 
The Development of the Site  

Understanding the Place (1) 
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3.1 The Environmental Context 

The original assessment for the site and subsequent interpretation strategy did not 

address the environmental context of the place which has, since that time, become better 

understood and a highly significant feature in its own right. The conditions of the site were 

of immense importance to Aboriginal people and to the latter European settlers. 

Establishing the relationship between the land and the people who occupied it and the 

changes made to it for them is a critical component of narrating the history of occupation.  

3.1.1 Topography 

The original land form encompassed a narrow flood plain with an extensive terrace. At this 

site the terrace was very close to the river and there has been relatively little change in 

the river channel since 1790. The original slope to the river was moderately steep. The 

topography was modified throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, however, 

apart from the surface and infill along the river edge in some places the principal feature 

of this part of the river, the sand terrace, was and remains relatively intact.  

 

 

Interpretation in 2005 of the topography of the site showing the present-day flood plain, terrace, a buried 
channel fill of heavy clay, the levee and back plain; an analysis largely confirmed by more recent works | Jo 
McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 at 
the Corner of Charles and George Street Parramatta; 11| 
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3.1.2 Soils 

The site is underlain by Ashfield Shale. Some intact soil was found on the site despite the 

impact of over two centuries of European occupation. It was uniformly siliceous sand or 

gradational red earth developed in the late Pleistocene or early Holocene periods3. 

3.1.3 The Parramatta Sand Sheet 

180 George Street is located on the Parramatta Sand Sheet, an item of state significance 

in its own right. This site, along with the property at 109-113 George Street, made a major 

contribution to the recognition of this feature. The Parramatta Sand Sheet is listed on the 

State Heritage Register (SHR No 01863) for its values as “an ancient Aboriginal and early 

colonial landscape” although the focus of that listing is at Robin Thomas Reserve and 

environs on George Street, east of the project area. It is of importance because of its 

environmental evidence and because it preserves evidence of Aboriginal occupation 

dating back many thousands of years. In respect of environmental issues the following 

have been defined: 

 it can provide information into the patterns of river flow and flood events 

 it can help to define changing sea levels in the ancient past 

 it helps to define the pre-settlement environment of Parramatta CBD particularly a 

greater diversity than is evident in written accounts particularly through the 

preservation of pollen 

The sand sheet was formed thousands of years ago during a period of high seal levels in 

the Pleistocene period between 120-130,000 years BP. It is thought to have formed as 

the result of ancient flood events from the river where silt (fine and medium grained quartz 

sand) in suspension in the water was left behind on the banks as the water receded.  

The result was the creation of an alluvial terrace between four and six metres above the 

normal water level between Charles and Alfred Streets and with similar depths within 

Parramatta Park and here it can be up to eight metres in depth. The height of this feature, 

created by layers and layers of sand being deposited by water indicates the great antiquity 

of its formation. Away from the river less and finer sand was deposited; heavier deposits 

were left closer to the river4. The sand levee on the southern side of the river was recorded 

within many early nineteenth century images. 

 

                                                      

 

 

3 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 
at the Corner of Charles and George Street Parramatta; 07 

4 Groundtruth Consulting (2011); Sand Auger Hole Testing of Parramatta Local Government Area; 02 
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A view of the original landing place close to the junction of George Street and Harris Street showing the height 
of the sand levee above the river | W. Evans (1807), A View of the Landing Place in T. McCormick; First Views 
of Australia Plate 17| 

 

Sketch showing the land form and levee of the pre-settlement environment | Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage 
Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 at the Corner of Charles and 
George Street Parramatta; 12| 

3.1.4 Vegetation 

The first Europeans who saw the area of present-day Parramatta described the vegetation 

of the region. One of the men with Arthur Phillip in April 1788 described a place close to 

180 George Street: “the trees immensely large and at a considerable distance from each 

other and the land around us flat and rather low but well covered with the kind of grass 

just mentioned (being rich and succulent)”5.  Benson and Howell’s study of remnant 

landscapes in the metropolitan area in 1990 concluded that Parramatta was probably part 

of the Cumberland Plain woodland of Grey Box and Forest Red Gum with an open grassy 

                                                      

 

 

5 Quoted in Benson and Howell (1990): Taken for Granted the Bushland of Sydney and Its Suburbs; 68 
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understorey. Salt marsh and sparse mangroves would have been found along the river’s 

edge6. 

During the excavation of 180 George Street twenty-four soil samples were taken and 

subsequently analysed for pollen. A short discussion is included in a research paper 

prepared in 20087. The conclusions from this sample were that the pre-settlement 

landscape was characterised by eucalypts and possibly native apple. Other shrubs or 

small trees included wattle and possibly casuarina. The geomorphological study 

demonstrated a high level of cicada activity on the levee sands suggesting that this may 

have been more densely occupied by rough-barked apple8. 

There are images of the environmental conditions of the town made by Europeans in its 

earliest years but these show already the impact of the settlement of this landscape. 

Archaeological evidence provides the best means of recreating the specific qualities and 

components of the environment.  

3.1.5 Water 

180 George Street is located close to what was the tidal limit of the river where salt water 

changed to fresh. The point is generally considered to be further east at a place opposite 

Queens Wharf Reserve. While it is unknown if there were any waterways through the site 

its immediacy to the river was certainly a major consideration for the occupants at various 

times. It was used for some cropping at the end of the eighteenth century which would 

have required water; there was a brewery on one lot by 1822 which also required large 

quantities of water; by the end of the nineteenth century the principal European resident 

pumped water from the river to store in water reservoirs and in the early twentieth century 

Chinese market gardens established on the banks here would also have used the river9. 

The relationship of the site to this water was a factor in the development of the European 

occupation of the place and would certainly have been so for Aboriginal people.  

3.1.6 Environmental Change 

Archaeological evidence from every site in Parramatta describes the processes of 

environmental change brought about by European settlement. Trees, shrubs and grass 

were burnt to clear the site leaving traces of charcoal or carbonised roots in the ground. 

There was evidence of charcoal in the soil samples from 180 George Street although the 

source of the charcoal cannot be determined on the basis of available evidence. New 

species imported with the settlers took the place of indigenous plants and weed species 

thrived. There was certain evidence of the latter from the pollen samples taken from 180 

George Street. Samphire pollens were considered to represent agricultural weeds such 

as fat-hen; dandelion pollens were abundant and hornwort and liverwort species were 

stated to be evidence of ground disturbance10. 

                                                      

 

 

6 Ibid 

7 McPhail and Casey (2008); News from the Interior: What Can We Tell from Plant Microfossils Preserved in 
Historical Archaeological Sites in Colonial Parramatta? Australasian Historical Archaeology Volume 26, 2008; 
pp 45 - 69 

8 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 
at the Corner of Charles and George Street Parramatta; 11 

9 McPhail and Casey (2008); News from the Interior: What Can We Tell from Plant Microfossils Preserved in 
Historical Archaeological Sites in Colonial Parramatta? Australasian Historical Archaeology Volume 26, 2008; 
pp 45 - 69 

10 Ibid 
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3.2 The Burramattagal People 

3.2.1 The Clans 

At the time of European settlement Aboriginal people were organised in territorial groups. 

The group occupying the Parramatta region was named the Burramattagal. This clan were 

part of a much larger language group called the Dharug, a language spoken across the 

Cumberland Plain and out to the coast in some locations. The Parramatta area appears 

to have been the junction for several language groups.  

3.2.2 Contact 

There are many references from European sources of the original contact between the 

Burramattagal and the new arrivals. There are images which show traditional lives being 

lived in the context of the new European landscape. The view of an Aboriginal family 

cooking a meal on a campfire with their possessions around them, used in the original 

interpretation display, was located close to the George Street site within the area of 

Queens Wharf Reserve. 

 

Augustus Earle (1827), showing the Commissariat store in the background and an Aboriginal family in the 
foreground with a military officer next to them |State Library NSW|.  

3.2.3 Dispossession 

After an initial period of barter and trade between the Burramattagal and the Europeans, 

as has been well documented, the new settlement began the processes of disease and 

dispossession already played out at Sydney. In 1814 Governor Macquarie established 

what is known as the Annual Feast at the Market Square in the town (now the Town Hall 

site). In concert with a missionary, William Shelley, the event was in part intended to 

encourage parents to give their children in care to the newly established Native Institution 

behind St John’s Church. The feast lasted through to 1835 after which they were 

abolished. From that time relationships between the two groups declined. In 1828 the 

census recorded the “Parramatta tribe” as comprising forty-nine people. Blanket returns 

from the 1830s and 1840s make no mention of the Parramatta tribe but record groups 

from the Duck River, Prospect, Eastern Creek and Kissing Point coming to Parramatta to 

collect blankets11. Records of Aboriginal people in Parramatta begin to decrease from the 

1850s.  

                                                      

 

 

11 AHMS (2011); Heritage Investigations and Advice 12-14 Phillip Street and 333 Church Street: 46 
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3.3 European Occupation 

3.3.1 The Convict Farm 

Parramatta was settled as an agricultural outpost a short time after landfall at Sydney, in 

January 1789. It is the third oldest settlement in Australia after Sydney and Norfolk Island.  

It was chosen because of its environmental conditions, specifically the rich agricultural 

soils that surpassed the poor sandy soils at Sydney. Here early attempts at growing crops 

were failing and the settlement required food to supplement what had been brought with 

it and which could be purchased by long and dangerous trips to settlements in other parts 

of the southern hemisphere.  

The first European imprints on the landscape were a military redoubt (now the site of 

Government House in the Government Domain) and a landing place, east of the project 

area. The two were joined by a track, now essentially the line of George Street. Labour 

for the agricultural farm that was established on large fields surrounding the settlement 

and including part of what is now the town was supplied by convicts. They were housed 

in huts that lined George Street and other thoroughfares including Macquarie Street. The 

project area had, by 1790, six convict hut allotments or parts of them (Lots 13, 14, 18, 69, 

70 and 72). Each of the allotments had buildings, one had at least three houses12. Unlike 

Sydney the town was essentially built on a grid which expanded as did the settlement; for 

example Phillip Street did not come into existence until c. 1814.  

3.3.2 The Expanding Settlement: before 1820 

The earliest known occupant of the project area after convict occupation was Thomas 

Halfpenny, possibly in occupation by 1802. Sale notices for the property in 1810 refer to 

it having a very good and substantial dwelling house within a short distance of the wharf13. 

It was on an allotment leased for 14 years14. It was a time of flexible ownership and 

minimal records. 

 

Detail from 1804 survey of the town showing the project area over the existing allotments |Casey and Lowe 
(2002), Archaeological Assessment 180-180a George Street Parramatta: 11| 

                                                      

 

 

12 The information in this and the following sections has been derived from Casey and Lowe (2002), 
Archaeological Assessment 180-180a George Street Parramatta except where otherwise cited.  

13 Sydney Gazette 28 July 1810; 02 

14 Sydney Gazette 31 March 1810; 02 
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3.3.3 Subdivision and Leases: 1820s-1840s 

By 1823 Parramatta had substantially expanded with new streets, new allotments and 

many new buildings. In that year, to bring some order to the chaotic nature of land 

transactions in the town existing leases and occupancies were reassigned and new town 

leases issued for the properties throughout Parramatta. The town survey undertaken in 

that year to accompany the registration process shows that the project area had been 

subdivided to encompass six allotments and portions of two others in quite a different 

configuration to the older plan. Each allotment had multiple buildings but not all these 

buildings were encompassed within the project area.  

 

The improvements to the various allotments were diverse; there were houses, a brewery 

(at the corner of George and Charles Street), and various out-buildings and many for 

which the purpose is unknown. By 1830, for example William Byrnes had built a 

substantial house and commercial warehouse on Lot 72. The brewery may have existed 

here as early as 1822. A “ruined cottage” adjacent to an orchard was present on Lot 60 

or 70. A survey of 1844 records even more buildings on the several properties than is 

shown in 1823.  

 

 

 

 

Detail from 1823 survey of the town showing the allotments and improvements in the project area |Casey and 
Lowe (2002), Archaeological Assessment 180-180a George Street Parramatta: 11|  
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3.3.4 William Byrnes: 1850s - 1900 

By the mid-1850s all of the allotments had been consolidated into one title owned by 

William Byrnes. Born in Parramatta, his father was a member of the NSW Corps. William 

and his brother James were pioneers in Parramatta in the establishment of steam ferries. 

They had flour mills and other works, some situated a short distance east of the project 

area on the river front. Byrnes was a member of the NSW Legislative Council from 1858-

1861 and from 1861 to 1891, the time of his death15. He died at the George Street 

residence and is buried in Rookwood cemetery16. 

This family retained ownership of the properties until the 1950s. Surveys and other primary 

archival evidence demonstrate that by the later years of the nineteenth century the 

property included substantial buildings along George Street. There was a large house and 

out-buildings constructed earlier in the 1830s, the former brewery, a small shop and 

residence. A pump transferred water from the river and two water reservoirs. 

 

 

 

Detail from 1895 town survey of Parramatta showing the improvements on the project area at that time which 
related to the Byrnes family occupation |Casey and Lowe (2002), Archaeological Assessment 180-180a 
George Street Parramatta: 25| 

                                                      

 

 

15 Australian Dictionary of Biography 

16 https://australianroyalty.net.au/tree/purnellmccord.ged/individual/I73074/William-Byrnes 
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3.3.5 Chinese Market Gardens: 1900s-1930s 

In the early years of the twentieth century Lot 69 and the combined northern portions of 

the allotments adjacent to the river were leased to a series of Chinese market gardeners. 

They sold their produce from a small house on Lot 69 on George Street. Rate 

assessments from the early 1920s describe the huts and garden of the Chinese tenants. 

The arrival of Chinese immigrants in Parramatta from the beginning of the 1880s was 

noted in many news articles of the time17. In Jack Brooks’ study of Chinese occupation in 

Parramatta Phillip Street is one of the most frequently identified addresses for Chinese 

residents from 1885 on through the early 1890s18. A news article in 1889 described Phillip 

Street as the “Chinese quarter”19.  

In 1886 police raided what was described as a Chinese gambling den in Phillip Street, a 

“rendezvous for Chinese from all parts of the district” along with a few Europeans20. Most 

of the identified Chinese businesses here were listed as fruiterers and grocers21. Another 

local historian has described this neighbourhood as “a Chinatown centred on the Orient 

Hotel on the north-west corner of Smith and Phillip Streets”22. 

The proximity of the market garden on the project area to the Phillip Street quarter gives 

the larger context to this aspect of occupation.  

3.3.6 Nineteenth Century Survival: 1930s-1960s 

Most of the buildings that were present in the mid-later part of the nineteenth century 

survived into the twentieth century including Byrnes’ house, detached stables, coach 

house, kitchen, laundry, staff room, store room, fuel shed and pump house. Some of these 

buildings were still present in the 1960s.  

3.3.7 The Arrival of the Twentieth Century: 1960s-2002 

The survival of so much of the nineteenth century landscape into the twentieth century in 

Parramatta was not a rare or unusual situation. Until the post-modern period Parramatta 

remained essentially a large provincial-type town. The 1960s marked the period of 

change.  

The current configuration of the property was made in 1962 with some of the land on the 

river taken for open space and some along Charles Street to allow for the widening of that 

thoroughfare. The date of demolition of these structures is not identified in the assessment 

but certainly occurred in the 1960s. 

In place of the older buildings three warehouses were built over much of the property. 

These buildings were removed to enable to redevelopment of the site in 2002.  

                                                      

 

 

17 For example the Evening News 25 April 1881; 03 

18 Jack Brook (2010); From Canton with Courage: Appendix 1 

19 The Australian Star 16 April 1889; 06 

20 Richmond River Herald 1 October 1886; 04 

21 Jack Brook (2010); From Canton with Courage: 199 

22 Old Parramattan Willow Groves Heritage Significance 

 https://theoldparramattan.org/save-willow-grove/ 
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Site plan of the project area immediately prior to redevelopment in 2002 showing the twentieth century 
warehouses |Casey and Lowe (2002), Archaeological Assessment 180-180a George Street Parramatta: 41|



4 
The Archaeological Evidence 

Understanding the Place (2) 
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4.1 The Aboriginal Archaeological Programme 

4.1.1 The Excavation 

A salvage Aboriginal archaeological programme was conducted on this site in 2002. The 

work was undertaken as a collaboration between archaeologists and representatives of 

the Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council and two other Aboriginal groups; the Darug 

Custodial Aboriginal Corporation and Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation. A final report 

for this work was produced in 200523.  

More than 210 square metres were hand-excavated and another 250 square metres were 

mechanically excavated. As well three geo-technical test pits were excavated to aid the 

interpretation of the sand deposit. The methodology included a surface collection across 

the entire site, random placement of test pits, four large salvage excavations and the 

mechanical excavations. In the four salvage excavations, salvage areas A, B and D 

revealed deposit to a depth of approximately 600mm and area C to a depth greater than 

that. 

 

The site was gridded and the small black dots here show the location of artefacts recovered from the surface 
collection |Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavations at Site 
CG1; 21| 

                                                      

 

 

23 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 
at the Corner of Charles and George Streets Parramatta 
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The four salvage areas and the test pits |Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management (2005); 
Archaeological Salvage Excavations at Site CG1; 22| 

4.1.2 Evidence of Occupation 

The site revealed several living floors and hearth arrangements. These were located at 

different stratigraphic levels and indicated repeated use of the site on the river terrace 

over a long period. The top of the sequence had been truncated by nineteenth and 

twentieth century uses. There was, however, a collection of glass that had been worked 

in traditional methods providing evidence of the contact period between the two cultures 

in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.   

4.1.3 The Artefact Assemblage 

More than 6500 artefacts were recovered from the site and these were from stone largely 

imported from beyond Parramatta. The assemblage included several quite rare types of 

tools and other artefacts .The characteristics of the assemblage included: 

 The use of a variety of stone and the frequency of different stone usage varies with 

depth and represents a change in materials preference and technology 

 Stones from both local and distance sources were used 
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 Tool types varied and included hammerstones and/or anvils, cores, flaked tools, 

some backed tools and debitage 

 A number of rare artefacts were recovered including several axes dated to 3000 

years BP and a hair ornament made from a shark’s tooth 

 Some of the stones were likely used for pigments such as red ironstone  

 There was a large collection of worked glass artefacts of the contact period 

The artefact assemblage from this site was highly significant. It was the first systematically 

collected assemblage of prehistoric evidence from the Parramatta River generally and for 

Parramatta CBD. It provided considerable evidence for occupation and technology in this 

region. The report for this work concluded that, 

“site CG1 (NPWS #45-6-2648) has high archaeological significance. It represents a 

relatively intact archaeological landscape, containing evidence of the types of artefacts 

and material remains present in a landscape with significant permanent water and in 

relatively close proximity to a number of identifiable resources. Much of this evidence 

would appear to have derived from early in the indigenous occupation of the Sydney 

region”24. 

 

A stone axe found on the site |Chris Tobin (2009)’Reflections An Aboriginal Perspective on Parramatta’s 
archaeological activities in Breaking the Shackles; 15| 

Sharks tooth ornament from the site |J. McDonald (2009); The 

Parramatta Sand Sheet Aboriginal Archaeology Pleistocene to Contact Period in Breaking the Shackles; 26| 

                                                      

 

 

24 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2004); Archaeological Salvage Excavations at Site CG1; 
04 
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4.1.4 Present Location 

Jo McDonald, the excavation director for this work, has confirmed that the assemblage 

from 180 George Street was sent to and is stored at the Australian Museum, Sydney. 

Enquiries to the museum for the purposes of the present project have as yet not met a 

response. The Museum is closed for renovations.  

Jo also confirmed that at the time no Care and Control agreement was made between the 

Aboriginal community and this repository. This appears to be still the case. None of the 

artefacts from the site were used in the original interpretation presentation. If artefacts are 

available for the new development an agreement of this type would be required as well as 

consultation with the community identified as RAP’s in the 2003 excavation.  

4.1.5 The Time Period 

The sand terrace in which the Aboriginal assemblage was preserved likely began to be 

formed before any people occupied the landscape. The analysis of the artefacts from this 

site led to a conclusion that the site was first occupied before 6500 years BP the latter 

being the upper level of dating. At that time the river would have been a reliable source of 

fresh water as the sea level was then lower. Elsewhere on the sand sheet radio-carbon 

dated evidence of a hearth led to a date of occupation of approximately 9,000 years BP25. 

The stone tools and associated carbon –dated material provide a lower limit of occupation 

at more than 30,000 years BP across the sand sheet. Immediately south of the project 

area at 95-101 George Street another large assemblage of artefacts were recovered from 

the sand sheet. The spread of dates across three sites demonstrates that Aboriginal 

people have been repeatedly using this place above the river for many thousands of years.  

 

Aboriginal stone tool from 180 George Street | J. McDonald (2009); The Parramatta Sand Sheet Aboriginal 
Archaeology Pleistocene to Contact Period in Breaking the Shackles; 27| 

 

                                                      

 

 

25 Jo McDonald; Excavations at 109-113 George Street Parramatta and Jo. McDonald (2009) Parramatta Sand 
Sheet Aboriginal Archaeology Pleistocene to Contact Period in Breaking the Shackles; 26 
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4.1.6 Other Evidence of Aboriginal Occupation in Parramatta 

The evidence recovered from 180 George Street was not an isolated incidence. 

Parramatta has revealed significant deposits in many places including some in close 

proximity to 180 George Street. They are part of a much larger landscape of occupation 

across the Cumberland Plain. Those in Parramatta have largely been associated with 

open scatters and encompass a large range of stone tool types including flakes, backed 

artefacts, points, cores and axe heads. The stone used was largely silcrete but chert, 

quartz, tuff and various types of volcanic stones were used.  

The arrival of the Europeans brought new materials and local people adapted some for 

their own uses. Close by in Barrack Lane some artefacts were found that appear to have 

been European glass objects modified using traditional methods to create tools for 

Aboriginal uses26.  

4.1.7 The Importance of the 180 George Street site 

The archaeology of this site and others in close proximity identified the sand sheet and 

revealed its importance in terms of it being a time capsule of many thousands of years of 

Aboriginal occupation of this place. The place has great importance for the contemporary 

Aboriginal community.  

One of the Dharug representatives working on the site later wrote that “to be involved in 

the recovery of our people’s ancient artefacts is an exciting and sacred task for me…..To 

be the first person to pick up an artefact that hasn’t seen the light of sun for over a 

thousand years can touch deeply. It is like receiving a gift from the Old Ones… I remember 

a dig in Parramatta near Charles Street one time where we uncovered layers of history in 

the sands along that ancient river. There walking among the sand corridors towering 

above one could literally see and follow the history of the country presented through the 

artefacts of our ancestors. Aboriginal tools and necklaces speaking of countless 

generation of sustainable living overlaid by relatively recent European pottery and pipes 

and even the burial of a horse. All telling important stories of those who went before us 

and their relationship with this land”27.  

 

 

  

                                                      

 

 

26 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd (2005); Archaeological Salvage Excavation of Site CG1 
at the Corner of Charles and George Street Parramatta; 14 

27 Chris Tobin (2091); Reflections An Aboriginal Perspective on Parramatta’s Archaeological Activities in 
Breaking the Shackles Historic Lives in Parramatta’s Archaeological Landscape pp 15-16 
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4.2 The Historic Period Archaeological Programme 

4.2.1 The Excavation 

The final excavation report for this site has not been prepared, there was minimal 

information contained in the progress reports and the excavation director declined to 

provide any information concerning the outcomes of the programme. The discussion of 

the excavation and its outcomes, therefore, is confined to public information accessed 

from a variety of sources.  

A small programme of testing was undertaken in 2002 to confirm the results of the 

assessment written in the same year28. Twelve trenches were excavated across the site 

and revealed a mixture of features such as post-holes from timber buildings and stone 

foundations. The position of the test trenches were largely around the boundaries of the 

site leaving the middle untouched. On the basis of these results a comprehensive salvage 

programme was undertaken across the site.  

  

Location of test trenches excavated during the 2002 test programme |Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd 
(2002); Archaeological Assessment and Testing Report 180-180A George Street and 30-32 Charles 
Street Parramatta; Appendix| 

                                                      

 

 

28 Casey and Lowe Pty Ltd (2002); Archaeological Assessment and Testing Report 180-180A George Street 
and 30-32 Charles Street Parramatta 
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That the site was fully investigated for historic period archaeology is supported by images 

taken of the excavation as well as the brief descriptions of work in progress reports for the 

ten weeks of the excavation29. The majority of structural evidence was found along George 

Street and particularly at the corner of George and Charles Street where substantial 

nineteenth century basement levels were uncovered.  

 

 

View across the project area to George Street showing post-holes and other archaeological features 
throughout the site |J. Cincunegui 2002| 

  

                                                      

 

 

29 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress reports 1-8 and 9/10 for 180 George Street Parramatta 
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4.2.2 The Convict Period of Occupation  

Evidence of the first period of European occupation, being the homes of convicts was 

found in several places on the site in different states of preservation.   

 

This plan prepared for the assessment identifies the principal lot boundaries and the buildings which were 
recorded on key town surveys; those from the 1822 plan are either convict huts, convict huts that were 
extended by this date or buildings that replaced the older structures |Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological 
Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 03| 
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4.2.2.1 Lot 69 

The best preserved evidence of the convict period of occupation appears to have been on 

Lot 69. The hut was constructed by excavating wall plate trenches and inserting the 

framework into them and then back-filling; all this evidence was found within the site. The 

trenches were up to 300mm deep30.  

 

 

The convict hut and barrel pit found on Lot 69 | Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress report 9/10 for 180 George 
Street Parramatta| 

 

4.2.2.2 Lot 70  

The Hut 

The hut found on Lot 70 was larger than the usually standardised design; it measured 13 

x 46 feet. The width is standard but the 46 feet length was much longer than the 24 feet 

length described as standard in the 1790s.This hut also had a skillion addition but   it can’t 

be determined from available sources whether this was part of the original design or a 

later addition.  The four exterior walls of the hut were defined by the post-holes that had 

supported the timber frame. There was also evidence of the internal partition wall. The 

post holes were 200mm deep which indicates the surface was reduced later in the 

nineteenth or twentieth centuries31.  

                                                      

 

 

30 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress report 9/10 for 180 George Street Parramatta 

31 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress Report 5 180 George Street Parramatta 
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These images are from the convict hut excavated on Lot 70; the one on the right is looking west |Casey and 
Lowe (2002); 180 George Street, Progress Report 6| 

 

Out-buildings 

In the progress report for week 6 it was reported that there may have been another timber-

framed building behind the hut but there is no other information available to confirm this 

identification or determine its date.  

 

Possible out-building for the hut on Lot 70 but the date is 
uncertain |Casey and Lowe (2002); 180 George Street, Progress Report 6| 

 

A Well 

In the northern area behind the hut, presumed to be that on Lot 70 was a well. It was 

considered to be an “early well”32 although this could also relate to the use of the site by 

leaseholders after the removal of convicts. The base of the well had bricks and there was 

                                                      

 

 

32 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress Report 7 180 George Street Parramatta 
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evidence of a timber barrel lining33. There was also in this area what was described as a 

failed well or long drop cess-pit shaft. The upper deposit in it had “early” pottery but few in 

the lower deposits34. 

 

 Images of the well and shaft associated with the hut on Lot 
70 | Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress Report 7 180 George Street Parramatta| 

 

Storage Pits 

The huts on Lots 69 and 70 had storage pits excavated into the sand and lined with clay. 

Food remains were found in the pits described as fish bones and scales. There were at 

least two other pits including a stone-lined pit and one made by sinking a barrel into the 

ground35.  Similar features have been found on other sites where convict huts have been 

excavated.  It was noted that few artefacts were found that could be associated with the 

period of convict occupation.  

  

                                                      

 

 

33 Ibid 

34 Ibid 

35 M. Casey (2009); 180-180A George Street in Breaking the Shackles; 30| 
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4.2.2.3 Lot 72 

The convict hut on Lot 72 was investigated but the warehouse erected on the site 

destroyed large areas of the building. However, on Lot 72 a number of post-holes were 

located that appear to have been associated with fencing possibly wattle and daubed36.  

  

Images of post-holes from the convict hut on Lot 72 | Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress Report 910180 
George Street Parramatta| 

 

4.2.2.4 Lot 18 

Of the hut on Lot 18 it appears that only “a main wall line” was found; it is unclear if that 

means an external wall or walls of the central division37.  

 

4.2.2.5 Lot 13 

On Lot 13 the wall lines of the convict hut were identified but very few post-holes from the 

frame remained within the site. This area had been extensively disturbed in the twentieth 

century.   

 

 

 

 

  

                                                      

 

 

36 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress report 8 for 180 George Street Parramatta 

37 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress report 7 for 180 George Street Parramatta 
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4.2.3 After the Convicts: Leaseholds 

As the town expanded and convicts were relocated many of the old huts were used by ex-

convicts or free settlers for new purposes. As an example, across George Street from the 

project area, at 95-101 George Street, the convict hut on this site was extended and used 

as a hotel for many years. This was an important period of change within the town and 

the archaeology of it requires to be separated from the “convict phase”. This was certainly 

the case for the huts within the 180 George street site. Based on the information contained 

in the assessment the following occupants appear and some evidence of their occupation 

was found in the excavation.  

 

4.2.3.1 Thomas Halfpenny 

The earliest possible occupation of the site after the convicts is likely to have been by an 

ex-marine named Thomas Halfpenny. He appears to have occupied what later became 

Lots 69 and 70 being the eastern third of the site. He appears to have acquired a lease 

on this land in 1804. When Halfpenny died in 1809 his executors commenced the sale of 

his property. This included his house at Parramatta “commodious house, shingled and 

weather-boarded, consisting of five rooms, well glazed”38. It is unclear from the available 

information if anything from this phase was recorded during the salvage excavation.  

 

4.2.3.2 Allotment 72 (corner of George and Charles Streets).  

This site was leased to Joseph Grose in 1823 but was probably a formalisation of an 

existing situation. The 1823 plan reveals a large building on the site likely to have been a 

brewery that was operated by Grose from at least 1822 to 183539. The beer from this 

brewery was awarded prizes. The property was sold in 1835 to James and William Byrnes.  

 

Detail from surveyor’s field book showing the brewery on Charles Street |Casey and Lowe (2002); 
Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 18| 

Some of the footings from this brewery were found; they survived into the twentieth century 

but had been cut through by the 1960s warehouse40. There is also a report of a “large 

                                                      

 

 

38 Advertisement of 24 March 1810 quoted in Ibid 12 

39 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 13 

40 Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress report 9/10 for 180 George Street Parramatta 
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feature” containing early pottery that was associated with the leasehold period but the 

progress report does not provide more details for this feature41. 

 

Brewery footings on Charles Street |Casey and Lowe (2002); Progress Report 9/10|  

 

4.2.3.3 Allotment 70  

This was part of Halfpenny’s property of 1804. In 1823 the site was leased to Walter Lawry, 

a Methodist missionary. He also acquired an adjoining allotment (No 13) on the west and 

kept both to 1839. There was certainly a building here by 1823 and it may have been quite 

valuable; these properties were mortgaged by the new owners in 1843 for £1000. The 

nature of these improvements is unknown42. There is little reference in the available 

information to determine what was found here although there is reference to a large pit at 

the back of the allotment that contained what was described as early nineteenth century 

pottery43 

 Casey and Lowe Progress Report 07 

                                                      

 

 

41 Progress Report 7 

42 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 19 

43 Progress Report 7 
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4.2.3.4 Allotment 69 (the easternmost of the allotments) 

This was the other part of Halfpenny’s 1804 property. By 1823 it was the premises of 

Richard Hunt an ex-convict. By the 1820s he was identified as a harness maker and by 

1825 he had joined a tanner in business. In 1828 he was listed as a saddler. Several 

buildings are shown on the site in the surveys of 1823-1844. By the mid-1840s he and his 

family had moved to Gundagai and they were all drowned in a flood in 1852. The 

Parramatta property may have reverted to the Crown after he left; in 1844 a new owner is 

identified as William Bowen. He was also a saddler. He sold the property in 185444. 

It is possible that Hunt took over the old convict hut and used it for his business. 

Associated with this buildings was a barrel pit and another pit filled with ash which 

contained stone probably used for polishing leather. This seems to be a direct association 

with his trade45. 

 

4.2.3.5 Allotment 18 (middle of the Charles Street frontage).  

This parcel has a particularly uncertain history. It was leased to John Ellison in June 1823. 

There was certainly a very large building on this frontage at that time. Ellison was an ex-

convict and after acquiring his freedom in 1805-1806 he became a publican in Parramatta. 

He was frequently found to be on the wrong-side of the law and lost his licence but 

regained it on most occasions. His inn, the Jolly Sailor was further along George Street. 

In 1822 he was described as a licenced victualler.  

The building on Allotment 18 recorded in 1823 may have been replaced by 1836. Ellison 

died in 1832 and his property was held in trust for his children. His trustees included 

Richard Hunt of Allotment 69. Ultimately Hunt acquired the land from one of the children 

although there was a dispute over the purchase. Hunt then died in Gundagai in 1852. In 

1857 the court appointed new trustees and they sold the site later in 185746. Nothing has 

been mentioned specifically in the available literature concerning what was found here 

that might relate to this period of use.  

 

4.2.3.6 Allotment 13  

This property along with Allotment 70, was part of Walter Lawry’s acquisition in 1823. It 

had no street frontages and Allotment 18 had a caveat that required a passage to be 

maintained wide enough for a horse and cart to get to the land in the middle of the block. 

There was a small building already on this site in 1823 but it had been removed by 1836. 

It was sold in 183947. Based on pollen evidence Lot 13 along with Lots 28 and 72 were 

largely devoid of vegetation other than grasses and weeds throughout the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries48. 

                                                      

 

 

44 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 20 

45 Progress Report 07 

46 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 21-22 

47 Ibid; 22 

48 McPhail and Casey (2008); News from the Interior: What Can We Tell from Plant Microfossils Preserved in 
Historical Archaeological Sites in Colonial Parramatta? Australasian Historical Archaeology Volume 26, 2008; 
pp 50 
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4.2.3.7 Allotment 14  

This property was leased in 1823 to Hugh Owens a soldier in the Veteran’s Corps; in that 

year it had a small building on the land. This structure had been removed by 1836. He 

and his family may have lived on this site but the archival evidence is unclear. He died in 

1835 and between then and its sale in 1858 there is no evidence for occupation49. 

The archaeological evidence recovered from this allotment would indicate that Owens or 

someone else was certainly in occupation in this period, up to 1836. It was reported that 

this building was exposed and part of it might extend beyond the northern boundary of the 

site50. The area was characterised by a series of pits, some rubbish pits and some cess 

pits. All the artefacts contained in these pits were consistently early nineteenth century in 

date including Chinese porcelain, imported English ceramics and lead glazed and locally 

made products51. There was also a large trench lined on two sides with post-holes that 

was “generally above early features but cut by later post holes”52. This does not provide a 

clear date but suggests somewhere in the 1830s. The singe image of it shows this to be 

a massive work. 

 

 

 

A pit in Allotment 14 and the massive trench with post-holes either side |Progress Report 04| 

                                                      

 

 

49 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 24 

50 Progress Report 02 

51 Ibid 

52 Progress Report 04 
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4.2.4 The Byrnes Consolidation.  

By the mid-1850s all of the allotments had been consolidated into one title owned by 

William Byrnes as follows: 

Allotment 72: purchased 1833 for £1000  

Allotment 70 and 13: purchased 1839 for £500 

Allotment 69: purchased 1854 for £500 

Allotment 18: purchased 1857 for £115 

Allotment 13: purchased 1839 for £500 

Allotment 14: purchased 1858 for a little over £3 

It should be noted that Allotment 16 has little reference in any of the available documents 

other than to note that it was not occupied until the later part of the nineteenth century at 

which time it had a large house upon it. Its associations are unknown and there is little 

reference to what was recorded here.  

This period of occupation provided the largest percentage of archaeological evidence 

recovered from the site and it addressed all aspects of the domestic and commercial 

occupation of this site by the Byrnes family.   

 

4.2.4.1 Byrnes’ house and warehouse 

The exact date of the construction of this building is unknown; the accepted date of the 

1860s was disputed in the archaeological assessment with an earlier date favoured53. This 

was described in a later paper as in the 1830s54. The domestic part of the building was on 

the eastern side and the warehouse with its large cellar was on the western side. The 

building survived well into the twentieth century; rate assessments of the 1920s describe 

it as a brick house with fourteen rooms. It was finally demolished in the 1960s. 

The excavation exposed a large portion of the foundations of the house although part of 

the front wall of the building had been disturbed by the construction of the 1960s 

warehouse here. The western side of the building had been benched also during the 

1960s redevelopment.  

Despite the later impacts under the western end of the house was the large cellar, quite 

intact. It, like the rest of the house was covered by deep deposits of rubble left from the 

demolition of the building in the 1960s. In this debris in the cellar was found a stone sink 

and a pump that brought water to the house55.  

The excavation revealed three stages of building in the footings of the house. The first 

stage involved the cellar, the two front rooms and a third smaller room to the rear. This 

accords with the 1844 plan. This means that the house was likely to have been built in the 

1830s. 

 

                                                      

 

 

53 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 24 

54 M. Casey (2009); 180-180A George Street in Breaking the Shackles; 30| 
55 Progress Report 02 
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Removal demolition debris in the cellar |Progress Report 4| 

 

Progress Report 07 

 

View of house and cellar |Breaking the Shackles; 30| 
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4.2.4.2 The Well or Cistern 

A circular brick well or cistern was found in the yard of the Byrnes house.  

 

 

Progress Report 04 

 Progress Report 07 

 

4.2.4.3 Out-buildings 

The Byrnes property had a substantial number of out-buildings. Rate notices of the 1920s 

list a detached stables, coach house, kitchen, laundry, a man’s room, store room, fuel 

shed and pump house56. Evidence of several of these buildings were found and a number 

of brick features from the nineteenth century that could not be readily identified. Some 

were associated with the stables. There were a number of stone storage tanks on the 

western side of the house, their purpose has been identified as water reservoirs.   

                                                      

 

 

56 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 26 
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Progress Report 8 

 

 
 

Progress Report 5 
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A brick feature from one of the out-buildings |J. Cincunegui 2002| 

 

4.2.4.4 Cess - pit 

At least one cess pit associated with the house was located in the yard. The cess pit 

contained a large assembly of white and gilded tablewares from the house.  

 

Progress Report 4 
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4.2.4.5 Rubbish Pits 

A substantial number of pits were recorded on the eastern side of the house associated 

with the Byrnes house. They contained a large assemblage of artefacts related to wastes 

from the kitchen in the later years of the nineteenth century. They also contained 

ironmongery such as hinges, shears and tin cans57. Their disposal has been related to the 

death of the last member of the family in 192958. There is also a reference to rubbish pits 

found in the southern part of the site close to the road that contained substantial artefact 

assemblages but it is not clear if these were the same as those described on the eastern 

side of the house59. 

Progress Report 3 

4.2.4.6  Retention of Older Buildings 

The assessment refers to a number of older buildings that existed on the site during the 

Byrnes’ occupation including, in 1871, a ruined cottage on Allotment 69 or 70 that was 

subsequently demolished60. There is no available evidence to determine if these older 

buildings were found during excavation.  

The brewery established on Charles Street in the 1820s and which was incorporated into 

the Byrnes property survived until approximately 1930. The evidence for this building is 

discussed in Section 4.2.3.2. 

 

4.2.4.7 The Garden and Yard 

The yard surrounding the house appears to have been quite lavishly planted during the 

Byrnes’ occupation and it also inherited some older plantings. There was a reference in 

1871 to an old orchard on part of the site61. Pollen analysis provides evidence of a 

substantial number of exotic plants but it is not possible on the basis of the available 

evidence to determine if some derived from the older periods of occupation on the 

amalgamated allotments. Edible plants included cereals (on part of Lots 14 and 70), citrus 

                                                      

 

 

57 Progress Report 04 

58 Breaking the Shackles; 31 

59 Progress Report 03 

60 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 18 

61 Ibid 
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(on Lot 14) and, possibly apples and strawberries (on Lot 69)62. There is a reference to a 

pond in the yard but its location is unknown63 

 

4.2.4.8 Animal Burials 

In northern area of the Byrnes property two animal burials were uncovered; these have 

been interpreted as pets. One was a pony and the other a calf. 

 

 

Pony burial Progress Report 04 

                                                      

 

 

62 McPhail and Casey (2008); News from the Interior: What Can We Tell from Plant Microfossils Preserved in 
Historical Archaeological Sites in Colonial Parramatta? Australasian Historical Archaeology Volume 26, 2008; 
pp 50 

63 Ibid 
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William Byrnes House seen from George Street |Breaking the Shackles; 31| 

 

 

View of some of the features in the basement area of the George Street house | J. Cincunegui 2002| 
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4.2.5 The Chinese Market Gardens 

In 1903 a small weatherboard shop and residence was erected on the eastern part of the 

sit in allotment 69 and this was leased to Chinese market gardeners. The building was 

described in later rate assessments as three rooms, wood lined with an iron roof. The 

tenant was Ah Chee. They were still listed as tenants of garden and shop in 1920. The 

garden was on the eastern part of allotment 69. Lot 18 also was leased as a market garden 

according to1920 rate assessments and Lots 13 and 14. The rear portion of Lot 70 was 

also put to this use meaning that almost the entire northern half of the site, excluding Lot 

16, was devoted to this purpose in the early years of the twentieth century64.  

The principal tenants on the post war years were identified as Ah Chee (1916-1920), Chin 

How Charlie (1930-1931) and Lin Kee (1932-1933)65. The family in residence at the 

Byrnes house this was also leased in 1930 to Alice Pringle and Sam Wing market 

gardeners. The later years of this period of occupancy of the market gardeners has not 

been researched.  

Evidence of hoe marks on Lot 70 was attributed to the activities of the gardeners. Soils 

taken from this part of the site showed evidence of human faecal matter which indicates 

the use of night soil on the gardens66 

A well on Lot 69 was found to contain an assemblage of ceramics that almost certainly 

came from the Chinese tenants. This group of artefacts included rice bowls, spoons, tea 

cups, storage vessels imported from south-east Asia and for Chinese beer, ceramic eggs 

to encourage hens to lay, a rake and many other objects. It is one of the largest 

assemblages of artefacts related to Chinese occupation found in Parramatta67. 

 

 

 

Progress Reports 06, 09 

                                                      

 

 

64 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 24-26 

65 Breaking the Shackles; 31 

66 McPhail and Casey (2008); News from the Interior: What Can We Tell from Plant Microfossils Preserved in 
Historical Archaeological Sites in Colonial Parramatta? Australasian Historical Archaeology Volume 26, 2008; 
pp 49 

67 Breaking the Shackles; 31 
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4.2.6 Conclusions 

The preceding analysis is only drawn from a very limited resource of public documents 

but it clearly demonstrates the scope of evidence found on this site from evidence of the 

pre-settlement environment including a unique and important natural feature of great 

antiquity through the first occupation by convicts, lessees, the gentrification of the town 

and its demographic change again at the end of the nineteenth century. It encompasses 

substantial evidence of the lives of the large Chinese population in the town at the end of 

the nineteenth century and early decades of the twentieth century and, finally, the removal 

of this landscape as the character of the town changed again in the mid-twentieth century. 

This lies over thousands of years of Burramattagal occupation. The archaeology of the 

site encapsulates many of the important events and influences in the town as well as 

aspects hard to identify from other sources. 

 

4.3 Artefact Assemblages 

A large assemblage of artefacts were recovered from the historic-period excavation of the 

site. 250 archive boxes are cited as the complete group68. The artefacts were catalogued 

and a database completed. Enquiries to the Parramatta Heritage Centre indicates that this 

material is stored at that facility. However, there is some confusion over the records. 

Enquiries to the Heritage Centre were made during the period of lock-down for the 

pandemic and so staff had limited capacities, however, they could find an assemblage 

from 1989 but nothing from 2002/200369. 

In terms of use for the renewed interpretation facility the assemblage at this time is largely 

inaccessible. The artefacts would be catalogued according to their archaeological unit 

number and without the final report to assign some phase or association with those unit 

numbers they cannot be used with any certainty in respect of the themes developed for 

the new installation. It would also depend on determining which artefact assemblage is 

stored at Parramatta. 

Generally, until and if these issues are resolved it will only be possible to use those 

artefacts that have been selected for the original installation.  

                                                      

 

 

68 Casey and Lowe to Meriton 12 June 2003 

69 Email J. Blucher to CRM 07/05/202 



.  

 

5 
Cultural Significance 

Understanding Significance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Cultural Resources Management The Project Scope 

 

Error! No text of specified style in document. |  Page | 55 

5.1 Existing Evaluations  

The purpose of creating the public interpretation installation is, as defined in conditions of 

consent for the development and the archaeological investigation, to acknowledge and 

illustrate the significance of this site. The potential significance of this site was identified 

in the early zoning plan and PHALMS studies which assessed it as one of outstanding 

archaeological potential; an evaluation justified by the evidence recovered during the two 

programmes of testing and salvage undertaken here in 2002.  

The specific archaeological assessment of this site in 2002 defined the following as the 

cultural significance of the place: 

“This site should contain rare and extensive archaeological remains with research 

potential associated with the early convict period and settlement of Parramatta in the late 

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. It should contain remains with research 

potential associated with the ling-term occupation of the site by William Byrnes and his 

family in their main residence. In addition this site should contain remains of early twentieth 

century occupation. These remains through archaeological recording, analysis and 

interpretation have the ability to address important research questions associated with the 

material culture of convictism, early free settlement in Parramatta, the processes of 

settlement and urbanisation and Chinese settlement and cross-cultural; studies. This site 

contains remains of state and local significance”.70 

The statement refers back to a list of possible research objectives relevant to each phase 

of occupation such as, for the William Byrnes household, “evidence for the nature of 

childhood and the way in which gender identities were created” or for the Chinese 

occupation “the structure and meaning of cross-cultural relations within the archaeological 

evidence” 71.  

The assessment of significance and the more specific themes of research focus on the 

archaeological significance of this place; was the place important as an archaeological 

repository that could be used to address a variety of questions or issues? 

The answer to this and the realisation of this aspect of cultural significance was that the 

potential of the place to encompass a complex archaeological profile was manifested 

through excavation and documentation. This information has the possibility of addressing 

some of the more esoteric aspects of research defined in the assessment as well as more 

basic issues.  

5.2 A Bigger Picture; Reconsidering Significance 

Cultural significance is not static. With the initial evaluations of this as an important 

archaeological archive addressed and answered the issue of what is now significant about 

this place requires to be resolved or re-examined. This will inform the interpretation 

strategy. For this reason the assessment of significance has been re-evaluated in light of 

the outcomes of the investigation as well as consideration of the other values of this place 

beyond its role as an archaeological archive.  

Assessing the cultural significance of a place or item is made using standard criteria 

summarised in the following table: 

                                                      

 

 

70 Casey and Lowe (2020); Archaeological Assessment 180-180A George Street Parramatta; 51-52 

71 Ibid; 50 



The Project Scope Cultural Resources Management 

 

Page | 56 Error! No text of specified style in document. |  

 

Criterion 

 

Type 

 

Explanation 

 

Criterion A 

 

Historic 

 

Evolution of an item 

 

Criterion B 

 

Associative 

 

Strong association with a person 
or group of people 

 

Criterion C 

 

Aesthetic 

 

Scenic qualities, creative 
accomplishments 

 

Criterion D 

 

Social 

 

Esteem of the contemporary 
community or cultural group for 

social, cultural or spiritual 
reasons 

 

Criterion E 

 

Technical/research values 

 

Archaeological, educational, 
research and scientific values 

 

Criterion F 

 

Rarity 

 

Uncommon, rare or endangered 
aspects 

 

Criterion G 

 

Representativeness 

 

Demonstrates principal 
characteristics of a class of items 

 

5.2.1 Historic Significance 

180 George Street has a history of occupation that addresses thousands of years of 

Aboriginal occupation and use, European occupation from the first days of settlement, an 

important ethnic group in the history of the town, Chinese settlers, and the environment 

that supported them all and was changed by the development of the town. It is one of few 

places in Parramatta that has the scope and the ability to address the numerous aspects 

of those different periods and types of occupation that are specific to this town and have 

created its particular identity.  

5.2.2 Associative Significance 

180 George Street has very strong associations for the Aboriginal community. It has been 

part of their homelands for many thousands of years, provides evidence of this occupation 

and has importance to the present-day community as part of country and its ability to 

demonstrate their long occupation of the place.  

The historical development of the place from the first European settlement has the ability 

to demonstrate the changing demographics of the town from its beginning as a place of 

convict labour and occupation, through free settlers and the physical connections between 

these two populations by means of the reuse and adaptation of the older huts for the new 

homes and workplaces of the ex-convicts or free men who took them over.  

It has particular associations for the Byrnes family, a significant presence in the town for 

their entrepreneurial activities here and elsewhere and for their political roles. This family 

and the physical changes they made to the old landscape of occupation define the 

gentrification of the town in the mid-nineteenth century and the importance of this class of 



Cultural Resources Management The Project Scope 

 

Error! No text of specified style in document. |  Page | 57 

businessmen in the development of Parramatta. That Byrnes apparently reused some of 

the older buildings including the brewery and possibly one or more of the convict huts in 

his new landscaped mansion reflects both pragmatism and the juxtaposition of the 

landscape of servitude and work of the earlier town with the affluent provincial town that 

took its place, a comparison no longer possible.  

The development and occupation of a large part of the Byrnes estate for market gardens 

in the early years of the twentieth century may have associations for the Chinese 

community but certainly, as the older periods of occupation demonstrate, reflect important 

changes in demographics and town development. 

5.2.3 Aesthetic Significance  

Aspects of the past landscapes of this place had aesthetic significance but these qualities 

are now only evident in records such as photographs. They demonstrate a very 

substantially different town to the present city in terms of its use and occupation, scale 

and appearance.  

5.2.4 Social Significance 

The site has particular importance to the Aboriginal community. As a demonstration of the 

past history of European occupation it also has value, demonstrated by the number of 

people who attended the open days during the excavation of the site. 

5.2.5 Technical and Research Values 

The technical values of the place as a repository of information have been addressed by 

the comprehensive archaeological excavations undertaken here in 2002. The information 

and assemblages recovered from it provide data for ongoing research. The identification 

and preservation of a large section of the Parramatta Sand Sheet and its evidence for 

climate, climate change, landscape, topography and the relationship of these to Aboriginal 

people remains of significance.  

5.2.6 Rarity and Representativeness 

This site is representative of the major periods and groups of people who have lived in 

Parramatta beginning with the thousands of years of Aboriginal occupation and evolving 

through convicts, the mixed free and ex-convict population at the beginning of the 

nineteenth century, small and large businessmen and families and Chinese settlers. This 

is a snapshot of many important aspects of the cultural evolution of the town. Evidence 

for this multi-layered story in one place is rare.  

5.2.7 Revised Statement of Cultural Significance 

The Parramatta Sand Sheet that lies under 180 George Street and beyond it is of 

importance for its ability to demonstrate and inform our understanding of climate, climate 

change, landscape and its relationship to human occupation over thousands of years. It 

is rare and of state significance.  

The archaeology of 180 George Street revealed extensive and rare evidence of thousands 

of years of Aboriginal occupation of this place. It demonstrated diverse activities, extensive 

networks of trade and repeated use. Apart from the technical importance of this archive 

of information this has ongoing importance to the present-day Aboriginal community for 
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its demonstration of their relationship to country and the value of the physical evidence to 

provide a tangible link with their ancestors.  

180 George Street also is a significant site for its ability to provide evidence that 

encompasses the full history of European occupation of this place from 1789 and the 

diversity and changing demographics of this occupation from then, throughout the 

nineteenth century and into the twentieth century. It includes the arrival of a significant 

element of the community in the advent of Chinese settlers at the end of the nineteenth 

century.  

It is a rare site that it provides tangible evidence of the different living environments of 

each of these groups, as well as the fluidity of occupation that maintained and reused 

elements sometimes for many years. This evidence expresses the changing nature of the 

town, its commerce and residential areas, aesthetics in terms of its use and occupation, 

scale and appearance and the influences behind them. It is one of few places in 

Parramatta that has the scope and the ability to address the numerous aspects of those 

different periods and types of occupation that are specific to this town and have created 

its particular identity. These are comparisons no longer possible in the existing fabric of 

the town.  

It has particular associations for the Byrnes family, a significant presence in Parramatta 

for their entrepreneurial activities here and elsewhere and for their political roles. This 

family and the physical changes they made to the old landscape of occupation define the 

gentrification of the town in the mid-nineteenth century and the importance of this class of 

businessmen in the development of the town. The detritus of their occupation may be 

used to show not only their particular tastes and consumerism but intimate portraits of 

family.  

The technical values of the place as a repository of information have been addressed by 

the comprehensive archaeological excavations undertaken here in 2002. The information 

and assemblages recovered from it provide data for ongoing research. The identification 

and preservation of a large section of the Parramatta Sand Sheet and its evidence for 

climate, climate change, landscape, topography and the relationship of these to Aboriginal 

people remains of significance.  

This site is representative of the major periods and groups of people who have lived in 

Parramatta. It provides as a snapshot of many important aspects of the cultural evolution 

of the town beyond this single site. Evidence for this multi-layered story in one place is 

rare.  
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5.3 Implications for Interpretation 

The original interpretation installation essentially addressed the value of the place as an 

archaeological resource; the focus was on artefacts, a somewhat antiquarian approach. 

However, the review undertaken for the present project would suggest that the importance 

of the place does not reside in the preservation of a lot of archaeology; this was only one 

component of a much bigger picture. The present review would recommend that that new 

installation shift focus from archaeology and its collection of artefacts to one that uses 

archaeology to compliment or extend our knowledge of this place and its context through 

physical evidence. A snapshot of a town and its residents. 

That the Byrnes family had bone toothbrush handles is not the key to understanding why 

this excavation was important. The archaeology of the place provided the means of 

addressing the principal cultural significance which is the lengthy, complex and diverse 

occupation of the place that is representative of the town and its residents, its 

environmental context and its ancient Aboriginal occupation. This is a combination that 

will not be met by many places in the town. That it also had physical evidence as a tangible 

link to those many aspects was rare.  

The purpose is to give a balanced and nuanced picture of the past and specifically the 

many facets of this site and its ability to illustrate people, events and processes that have 

had importance here or within the town and demonstrate the evolution which is evident in 

the historical narrative. Physical evidence can be used to provide the tangible link to those 

different communities and times, a point of contact between past and present.  

 As an example the former display concerning the Byrnes household might now put this 

in context with William Byrnes as representative of a class of significant commercial 

pioneers and entrepreneurs who had a major influence on the town. It can be represented 

by the archaeology of their living spaces and improvements and the changes made to the 

older landscape of occupation to achieve this endeavour. From several convict allotments 

Byrnes built a gentrified city town house and commercial warehouse. It is a story that was 

being played out across the city in this phase of its development.  

The domestic artefacts now on display, which are a standard assemblage for this period, 

could be used to reflect the economic wealth and choices of this family in contrast to that 

of the convicts of leaseholders who had lived here before as well as the growing material 

culture that became available as the nineteenth century moved towards the beginnings of 

consumer culture. They could also be used to tell a story specific to this family with some 

additional research.  

The advantage of this approach, apart from addressing the larger questions of 

significance, is that it opens more options for what can be displayed or used to illustrate 

this aspect. Given the paucity of primary material from the excavation now available this 

is a useful consideration.  
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The convict huts on George Street are a contrast to the display of wealth and influence of the house of William 
Byrnes |A View of the Governor’s House at Rose Hill in the Township of Parramatta: NLA | 

 

William Byrnes house, excavated on this site, is in stark contrast to the convict huts that occupied this site 
before this building and can be used to explain the fundamental change in direction that Parramatta took after 
the ascendancy of free settlement and the influence of men like Byrnes and his brother. In its later history the 
contrast of this with the principal use of the place for Chinese market gardens illustrates another major shift 
in the direction of the town and finally its replacement by warehouses in the twentieth century also exemplifies 
another fundamental shift in demographics. It, and the excavation that was undertaken here, can also be used 
to discuss how the past has been devalued and then recognised for its importance to contemporary society, 
a theme of ongoing relevance in Parramatta  



Cultural Resources Management The Project Scope 

 

Error! No text of specified style in document. |  Page | 61 

 

 

The archaeology of the convict hut compared to the impact and extent of Byrnes house below (Casey and 
Lowe Progress Report above and J. Cincunegui below) 

 

 

 



6 
Interpretation Planning 

Managing Content 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Cultural Resources Management  

 

Error! No text of specified style in document. |  Page | 63 

6.1 Original Interpretation Display 

6.1.1 Themes 

A number of themes for the content of the original interpretation display were identified as 

part of the research design for the site ahead of the excavation. These may be 

summarised as follows including the comments regarding possible display items: 

Aboriginal Life in Parramatta 

 Use of the information from the Aboriginal salvage excavation and stone tools from 

site 

Convict Life in Colonial Parramatta 

 Interpret remains of convict huts including plans of the buildings and how they were 

made 

 Conditions of life in the convict huts 

 Artefacts from the huts although it was noted that there were few from this period 

including early styles of pottery and food wastes such as oyster shells and bones 

Free Life in Colonial Parramatta 

 How is free life different from convict life? 

 A larger range of artefacts 

 Particular artefacts can be associated with specific people 

 A range of people known to have occupied the site 

Life in the Byrnes Household 

 Byrnes and family have a long time association with the site, approximately ninety 

years 

 Probably used the western half of his house and its cellar for commercial activities 

 Many artefacts associated with this occupation 

 Differences between this affluent family and their goods and the convict occupants 

Chinese Occupation 

 Lives of the Chinese occupants, including operation and occupation of a market 

garden by Ah Chee using pollen and insect evidence 

 Range of artefacts including tea bowls and saki bottles 

Landscape of Colonial Parramatta 

 Nature and evidence of modification of the pre-European landscape 

 The social, political and cultural context and how it manifested in the landscape 

 How were peoples behaviours modified 

These themes were generally those that were used for the display72. 

                                                      

 

 

72 Casey and Lowe (2002); Excavation Permit Application 180-180A George Street  and 30-32 Charles Street 
Parramatta 
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6.2 Artefacts from the Site 

6.2.1 The Display Assemblage 

The artefacts which were used for the original display were removed, packed and placed 

in secure storage by Meriton. Meriton also undertook to photograph each artefact in high 

resolution as the displays were dismantled. 

There are a total of sixty-six items that are largely ceramic or glass with a small number 

of other media being several bone toothbrushes, a metal spoon and a piece of slate. 

These are what may be used in the new interpretation display with any certainty in respect 

of their associations.  

6.2.2 Conservation 

The current assessment of the condition of these artefacts is included as an appendix to 

the current report (Appendix 1). Its conclusion was that generally this assemblage is in 

good condition with only the following issues noted: 

 The artefacts are dusty 

 There is double sided tape adhering to some artefacts from where they were 

attached to mounts 

 Some artefacts are still attached to mounts 

 Some joins on ceramics have come apart 

 There is general staining and abrasions consistent with their source being 

archaeological contexts.  

The general requirements for maintain these artefacts are:  

 Clean all to remove dust 

 Remove adhesive tape and any residue 

 Remove old mounts 

 Repair ceramic joins with conservation standard glues 
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6.3 Former displays 

The former displays were in the public lobby of the building housed in long gallery type 

boxes with a display of artefacts next to explanatory text. There are only a few images 

taken by Meriton of the display prior to its removal. Each box is specific to one of the 

research design themes and explains a small amount of generic text. The emphasis is on 

artefacts and there are no views of any of the archaeological features or the site during its 

excavation.  

 

 

 

 

Display format of original interpretation installation |Meriton| 
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6.3.1 Panel 1 “Aboriginal Artefacts” 

The text for this panel was concerned with identifying the recovery from the site of a 

significant number of Aboriginal objects. There were no artefacts associated with this text 

panel. This responds to the “Aboriginal Life in Parramatta” theme identified in the research 

design. 
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6.3.2 Panel 2; Convict Life and British Settlement 

This panel relates to the research design theme of convict life in Parramatta. It contained 

two ceramic bowls.  

 

 

 

 

A contemporary image looking from Government House down George Street showing convict huts on 
allotments either side of the road; used as a background illustration 
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6.3.3 Panel 3: The Free Settlers 

This corresponds to the research design theme of free life in Parramatta. 
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Artefacts used in Panel 3 
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6.3.4 Panel 4: Byrnes Household 

This corresponds to the research design theme of the Byrnes household 
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Artefacts used in the Byrnes household display 
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6.3.5 Panel 5: Chinese Market Gardener 

This panel responds to the research design theme of the Chinese Gardener 
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Artefacts used in the Chinese market gardener display 
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7.1 Proposed Interpretation Content 

The following themes are proposed for the new interpretation strategy for 180 George 

Street, Parramatta. As well suggestions are made for some content or media. In relation 

to the latter, as noted in the introduction to this report photographs, plans, and artefacts 

(other than those already used) will be difficult to procure because of the issues noted in 

Section 2. This may affect the ability to address some themes.  

7.1.1 An Ancient Landscape 

This theme will address the Parramatta Sand Sheet. The content to be covered will 

include: 

 an explanation of what it is and how it formed 

 what it tells us about past and changing climate 

 why it its important 

Materials that could be used here are limited but should if possible include images from 

the excavation of the sand sheet, images of the possible recreated environment including 

pollen samples showing how this is understood from the science 

7.1.2 An Ancient People 

This theme will address the evidence of Aboriginal occupation that was revealed by the 

preservation of archaeological evidence within the sand sheet as well as the wider context, 

including the 9000 year hearth from 109 George Street to document over 30,000 years of 

Aboriginal history. Content should include: 

 The story of the Burramattagal people 

 The preservation of evidence in the sand sheet 

 The scope of that evidence (hearths, tools, ornaments etc) 

 The importance of the place to the community 

Material that could be used, if accessible, is images from the excavation, tools or other 

objects now held at the Australian Museum. Content will need to be confirmed with the 

Aboriginal RAP’s and if use of objects from the Museum is possible, a Care and Control 

agreement will need to be put in place.  

7.1.3 The Meeting of Cultures 

This theme addresses the contact between Aboriginal people and the new European 

settlers and the responses of each. Would be helpful to see if the different views of the 

two groups can be expressed. To document it images of Aboriginal people in the new 

landscape of European settlement could be used including that which was incorporated 

into the previous installation), glass reworked to make Aboriginal tools (a number were 

found on the site but it is unclear if they are with the collection in the Australian Museum 

or the historic-period assemblage at the Heritage Centre) as well as direct quotes. Also 

possible to put this in the bigger picture of what was happening in Parramatta in the early 

decades of the nineteenth century which provides more scope for contemporary material. 

Images from the excavation might show the impact of early European structures and 

works on the older Aboriginal landscape.  The top 300-600mm of the Aboriginal landscape 

was severely disturbed by these impacts.  
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7.1.4 Convicts at Home 

The story of the private or off-duty lives of the convicts as they returned to their huts after 

their day’s working in the fields or public works in Parramatta. It will need some 

background to the settlement but rather than a generic retelling of the story of Parramatta 

this should be a more intimate look at what life may have been like living as a convict at 

Parramatta at the end of the eighteenth century including:.  

 There is an existing plan showing the location of the huts across the site used in 

the previous installation 

 The houses and out-building– what did the huts look like and how many lived 

there 

 The yards and gardens – there is evidence that convicts grew at least some of 

their own food in these plots 

 Clothes and goods – what did they have as their own possessions 

Two of the bowls on display were from this context; it would be desirable to put more items 

from this period on display if possible. Images of the huts from contemporary sources 

along with images of what is left from the site to connect the two.  

7.1.5 Blurred Lines, a New Direction and Prize-winning Beer 

This would be the story of the early years of Parramatta when the convict huts were being 

taken over by ex-convicts or free settlers and new businesses and homes were being 

made in them. It is also part of the story of how the town was changing and expanding 

with the allotment boundaries changing. Apart from this background it would be desirable 

to tell this from the story on one occupant. We know that Richard Hut took over a hut and 

turned it into a business. There is also evidence of this change in the archaeology. More 

and specific research might be able to provide specific to this man (images, family 

anecdotes etc). 

 Contemporary images of the man or quotes 

 Excavation images/plans 

 Contemporary images of the town as close to this site as possible 

Another good and probably more realistic example to use would be the story of the 

brewery on Charles Street which appears to have been in existence in 1822 and largely 

remained intact until the twentieth century. More research than was provided in the 

assessment is likely to bring up material that could be used for this. Images from the 

excavation of the foundations of this structure would be ideal.  

7.1.6 A Pony in the Back-yard 

This would be the story of the consolidation of the allotments and the development of the 

walled mansion of William Byrnes as well as the bigger story of his and his brother’s impact 

on the town. It is about the gentrification of the town in the mid-nineteenth century. The 

pony in the backyard refers to the horse burial found here which is interpreted as belonging 

to his children. As we don’t have the excavation records I’m not sure if the pony was buried 

at this time or earlier so it might be a risky device to hinge the story on. If not this it would 

be desirable to find one item or element that is more than the generic smoking pipes and 

plates that are usually used to connect the audience to the people. Aspects to be covered 

include: 



A New Direction: Revised Interpretation Strategy Cultural Resources Management 

 

Page | 84 Error! No text of specified style in document. |  

 The influence of Byrnes and his like on the town – there are wonderful pictures of 

his mill further down George Street that explain both his own material gain and 

his big impact on the fabric of the town. A short story about Byrnes and his career 

and family as well 

 The gentrification of the town – centres on his house and garden and its contrast 

to what was here before but also including how he kept some of that older 

landscape (the brewery). Can connect to some of the other up-market houses in 

the neighbourhood including the one next door, “Brislington”. Should include a 

discussion about the garden and the burials in them (calf and horse – with the 

earlier issues about their actual date). Discussion of the pollen evidence.  

 Commerce – the warehouse on the property reflects not only the personal wealth 

and business dealings of this man but the increasing importance of larger scale 

businesses in the town (including his mill) in contrast to the small ones like Hunt’s 

that had been characteristic before. This also covers the issue of the rising tide of 

consumerism in the Victorian period and the ability to satisfy it with a huge range 

of goods. It is another contrast to the materially poorer earlier occupants of the 

site. The assemblage or that which has been on display is from the later 

nineteenth century and, it has been suggested that it was the tidy-up after the last 

of the family died in the 1920s or 1930s. It could be a point to show how 

Parramatta was changing again. The majority of artefacts on display were from 

this period and association. There are some images of the archaeology but more 

would be helpful.  

This should be the easiest to furnish with evidence as discussed including 

contemporary images of the house; more research is likely to add to what is available.  

7.1.7 Cabbages after Kings in George Street 

This is the story of the Chinese market gardeners who took over most of the site, and 

possibly the house from the first years of the twentieth century. It is not well researched in 

the assessment and more information and images are likely to be found. This is an 

opportunity to talk about the specific gardens and gardeners on this site but also about 

the wider Chinese community in Parramatta and Chinatown. Although very few artefacts 

from this occupation are included in the past display there was a large assemblage 

recovered and it would be desirable to include more. Possibly also an opportunity to talk 

about the conflict between the Chinese and European community.  

 Artefacts and other evidence from the excavation of possible 

 Contemporary images and reports 

7.1.8 A Complete Break 

This is the story of the twentieth century and particularly how the surge of development in 

the mid-1960s removed so much of the older landscapes and evidence of Parramatta 

including the demolition of everything on this site and its replacement with brick 

warehouses. Another aspect that has little information in the assessment but more 

research is certain to provide images etc.  

 Contemporary views of the new buildings  

 Images of the excavation showing, for example, the mounds of rubble filling in the 

cellar of Byrnes warehouse 
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7.1.9 Uncovering the Story 

This is really about the community beginning to appreciate its heritage and valuing its past 

as a means of identity but there is also a lot of interest in how archaeology uncovers and 

unravels the past and it would be good to link an overview of excavation with the various 

stories that have been told in the other panels/installations.  

 

THE REST OF THIS SECTION AND THE FOLLOWING SECTION TO BE COMPLETED 

ON THE BASIS OF KYLIE’S WORK 

7.2 Audience 

 

7.3 Location 
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APPENDICES 
CONSERVATION STUDY 

INTERRPETATION PLAN 
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